
 

     WINSTANLEY COLLEGE FAQ STUDENT SUPPORT 

I am entitled to exam concessions (e.g. a reader, extra time or separate room for exams) at school. Will I get these 

at college?  

Exam concessions do not roll over automatically to college; they would need to be applied for again.  Following 

enrolment, with your permission, we would contact the SENCO at school to gain information from them to inform an 

application for the exam concessions that you may need at college.  If an updated assessment is needed, that can be 

arranged with one of the Study Support team at college who is qualified to complete assessment for access 

arrangements. Throughout this process, the concessions that you had in place in school will be in place in college for 

mocks and timed, written tests in class as your ‘normal way of working’.  

I currently have full in-class at support at high school. Will I get the same at college?  

Following disclosure, we would discuss this with you as part of your transition plan to ensure that the move from 

school to college is as smooth as can be.  With your permission, we would contact your Local Authority for a 

discussion about continued funding for in-class support.  Provision of one to one in-class support is dependent on 

Local Authority funding.    

I don’t know what I want to do after college. Will I get support to help me with this?  

Most definitely! Once you have settled into college and can begin to think ahead, your Personal Tutor will talk you 

through the options for beyond college.  From listening to your interests and reviewing your strengths together, we 

can identify options for training in an apprenticeship or further study at university.  We also have specialist Careers 

Advisors who work alongside Personal Tutors and give additional support with research and applications. 

I have some individual needs that I’d like college to know about before I come. How can I tell you about these?  

We want to assure you that disclosing information is really important and does not affect the offer of a place at 
college.  We want to work with you to make sure that the right support is in place. The main opportunities to 
disclose are: 
Open Evening (disclosure form available – please email studysupport@winstanley.ac.uk)  
Application Form 

Interview Evening 

Enrolment 
In-year 

I’m worried about the jump from GCSE to more advanced study. Who do I speak to if I’m finding things hard?  

Your Personal Tutor is your first port of call to discuss such things with; we know how to help! During the first term, 

your PT will support you with the transition to college and you will have group Guidance sessions and 1-1s to help 

you settle in and adapt to advanced level study. Each of your subject teachers will also offer you guidance and 

support and offer you subject-specific support, as required.  Your PT and teachers will work together to put a plan in 

place to help you achieve, so that everyone knows what the next steps are and what kind of help is of benefit to you.   

What study support is available for students to help them with their studies?  

In addition to the subject specific support that will be available to you through your curriculum teachers, Study Skills 

support is available 9:05 – 3:45pm, Monday – Friday in the Library. Students can drop in to arrange an appointment 

or PTs and teachers can make referrals. This is a short term, skills-based programme and varies dependent on the 

student’s needs.  

Study skills support may consist of support with:  

 Time management / organisation 

 File management 

 Revision planning / strategies 

 Essay planning, drafting, proof reading 

 Note taking 
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 Spelling strategies 

I am currently working with external agencies (e.g. CAMHS). How will I continue to be supported?  

Students maybe working alongside medical professions i.e. CAMHS, diabetic nurses, sensory services and it’s really 
important we have information relating to your diagnosis or any additional support that you have accessed / are 
accessing. College will work with you and the relevant agencies to ensure a continuity of support for you. College 
might put an individual support plan in place for you so that any reasonable adjustments that maybe needed are 
made. This lets us apply for access arrangements for your exams or access further support.  Having a long-term 
condition or sensory impairment means we may have to make some slight adjustments to make sure you can 
access the curriculum and enrichment opportunities.   

 

What type of pastoral support is available at Winstanley College?  

Working alongside your teachers and Personal Tutor, the welfare team offer that extra support that some students 

may need.  The transition from a familiar setting like school can be daunting and even more difficult if you have a 

long-term condition which affects your mental health or a physical condition such as diabetes.  We can offer 1-1 

support and liaise with your teaching team using support plans to allow reasonable adjustments to be made.  

Student Services offer a friendly and welcoming environment for all students but can be that ‘safe place’ if you are 

feeling overwhelmed or unwell whilst in college. 

Does college feel a lot like school, or is it very different?  

Coming to college is a really exciting time in your life, and we very much want to treat you like a young adult when 

you come here. Some of the main differences of being at college to school are:  

 You won’t have a lesson in every hour of the college day. Instead, you will have timetabled study periods 

which provide you with the opportunity to compete some independent study, attend revision sessions / 

tutorials or complete coursework / homework.  

 You don’t have to wear a uniform at college and you will call your teachers by their first names, which is 

quite different to school!  

 There are no bells to indicate when lessons start / end and there is no morning registration period like you 

might have had at school (registration happens in every lesson instead).  

What happens if after a month in college, I’m worried that I’ve picked the wrong courses?  

This happens to a number of students each year, so we do make sure that there is flexibility during the first weeks of 

college.  Students will speak with their Personal Tutor who can organise help for any student who wants to 

investigate a different course. This usually means that a student experiences a lesson in a possible new course to see 

if this is a better fit and then there are discussions held with the relevant subjects teachers, Heads of Departments 

and Senior Management about whether a permanent change to your course is possible.   

 

 

 

 

 


