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Guide to Vocational Subjects 

 

We have put together a guide for parents and guardians on the key 

differences between an Applied General and an A Level subject here at 

Winstanley. 

This includes looking at the different expectations of a vocational course, 

what assessment looks like and how to calculate final grades.  
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1. How do Applied Generals compare to A Levels? 

They are Level 3 qualifications, same as A levels, which provide students with transferable 

knowledge and skills so that they can continue their education via a range of HE courses.  

 

Most applied generals are made up of a combination of exams taken in January and/or May), 

controlled assessments (a supervised assessment which is marked by the exam board) or 

coursework units throughout the year. Music Technology and Music Performance are the only 

current courses that we offer which are 100% coursework based.   

 

Students will study a selection of units throughout the courses. Some of these units may be 

worth more than others in terms of points the students can score towards their final total.  In 

some exam units, the actual score that the student achieves counts towards their overall total 

and so the higher they can score the better! 

 

How are coursework units calculated? 

To achieve a PASS a student must have achieved all of the Pass criteria for that Unit. 

To achieve a MERIT a student must achieve all of the Pass criteria and all of the Merit criteria 

To achieve a DISTINCTION a student must achieve all of the Pass, Merit and Distinction criteria.  

 

How are exam units calculated?  

Exams are awarded using the following grades : Near-Pass, Pass, Merit and Distinction. 

 

It is important to note that in order to achieve a qualification students will have to achieve at 

least a Near-Pass in each of their exams / controlled assessment and a Pass grade for their 

coursework units.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What are the advantages of choosing a vocational 
qualification? 
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• Students can constantly see where they are up to. They acquire points as they go along so 

they can see what they need to achieve in their remaining units to achieve the overall 

grade they are aiming for. The subject tutors will show the students how to use the ‘Exam 

Board Calculators’ to work out their cumulative totals and ‘What ifs’! 

• Students can resit their exams if they feel that they can improve on their points score, 

although we usually advise students to try to achieve their best score the first time around 

so they are not overloading themselves later in the year. 

• There may be opportunities to resubmit work if the teacher thinks it can be improved. This 

is only available to students who have met the original deadline and have completed work 

to the best of their ability but who might benefit from guidance on how to improve 

further.  

 

3. What do students need to do to be successful on a vocational 
course? 

Attend all lessons – this is the single most important thing a student can do to give themselves 

the opportunity to achieve on their courses. If a student is missing lessons, then they are missing 

vital content or information about their assignments which will impact on their ability to achieve 

at a high level. 

 

Meet all deadlines – this is vital for success on a vocational course. In some cases, if a student 

misses a deadline, then it could mean they fail the course. We have a disciplinary procedure in 

place to address missed deadlines so it is very important that students are organized and know 

exactly when and how they must submit their work.  

 

Get organised and be prepared – Vocational courses are different to A Levels in that every 

assignment set counts towards their final grade. This means that some students will need to be 

revising for their January exam in their vocational subject after only a few months on the 

course, but they may not sit an A Level exam until the end of the two years.  

 

 

4. How do I calculate a vocational qualification? 

Depending on the subject the student is doing will determine how they can calculate their overall 

grade. Look at the examples below to see how this might work:  
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If your child is doing a CTECH in Applied Science, Engineering or Health and Social Care, then 

here are the points they will need to achieve an overall qualification:   

 

CTECH Grade Points needed 
overall for the 

Extended Certificate 

P 72-91 
M 92-99 

D 100-103 
D* 104 and above 

 

 

 

If your child is doing a BTEC in Business or IT, then here are the points they will need to achieve 

an overall grade:  

 

BTEC Grade Points needed 
overall for the 

Extended Certificate 

P 36 
M 52 

D 74 
D* 90 

 

These are subject to change though and so you can keep updated via the exam board website. 

We have an online Vocational Tracker that is accessible to both students and parents, so that 

you can keep up to date with unit grades as they are completed and banked. You can view 

this on the student portal. 

 

 

5. What are vocational grades worth? 

For the single subject qualifications (Extended Certificates – Engineering, Health and Social 

Care, Applied Science, IT and Subsidiary Diplomas in Music Technology and Music Performance) 

– the following UCAS tariffs apply… 

 

Grade UCAS Points Equivalent to A Level Grade 

Distinction* 56  A* 

CTECH Grade Points needed overall 
for the Diploma 

PP 144-175 

MP 176-183 
MM 184-191 

DM 192-199 
DD 200-203 

D*D 204-207 

D*D* 208 and above 

BTEC Grade Points needed overall 
for the Diploma 

PP 72 
MP 88 

MM 104 

DM 124 
DD 144 

D*D 162 
D*D* 180 
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Distinction 48  A 

Merit 32 C 
Pass 16 E 

 

For the double qualifications (Diplomas in IT, Business, Applied Science and Health and Social 

Care) – the following tariffs apply… 

 

Grade UCAS Points Equivalent to A Level Grade 

D*D* 112 A*A* 
D*D 104 A* A 

DD 96 AA 
DM 80 AC 

MM 64 CC 

MP 48 CE 
PP 32 EE 

 

Criminology is graded A*-E. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. What does college offer students studying a vocational course? 

College has a bespoke curriculum pathway that is designed to support students on a vocational 

course to achieve to the highest standard. Below are some of the activities that vocational 

students can get involved in to support their learning and broaden their skills : 

 

• Careers Guidance – vocational students are given support with a range of career 

pathways including Higher Education applications, Higher Degree Apprenticeships and 

employment routes. 
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• Work Experience – all vocational students are encouraged to participate in a relevant 

work experience placement to develop their employability skills and knowledge of 

industry. 

• Pathways to Professions – each department runs a comprehensive wider curriculum 

support programme designed to give vocational students a greater understanding of the 

industry they are studying. These include workshops and talks by industry professionals, 

trips and visits to industry and careers talks by HE and employers. 

• Resit opportunities – as said previously we strongly urge students to prepare well for 

their exams the first time around. However, if tutors feel that the student would benefit 

from resitting an exam in order to improve their grade then we will support them in 

doing so by encouraging them to access revision resources and attend support sessions. 

We find that, on average, 90% of students who choose to resit will improve on their 

original mark. 

 

And finally…….being aware of the rules around malpractice and 

plagiarism in vocational subjects 
 

The exam board have very clear guidelines on the authenticity of the work every student 

submits. Their work will be subject to plagiarism checks at each stage of the process and they 

must sign an official exam board document on submission to authenticate their work as their 

own. The students will be shown how to reference external sources correctly and create a 

reference list from the beginning of the course. If a student submits work that is not their own, 

or which has not been referenced correctly, then they may be subject to serious sanctions from 

the college and the exam board which could see them removed from the course.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 


