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e get to know our Winstanley High Flyers before they even start 
college! We work closely with our partner high schools to o�er an 
Associate Student Programme for gifted and talented 
Year 9 to 11 students.

Associate Students receive guest lectures at school from Winstanley’s 

experienced sta� and also participate in masterclasses and specialist 
workshops at the college.

Becoming an Associate Student is a great way to get a head start and 
prepare for a high-�ying college education.

Interested?  Ask your Head of Year for more information.
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e run an extensive programme to ensure High Flyers receive the 
support, experience and knowledge necessary to stand out from the

 crowd and achieve their ambitions.

Whether it be applying to a top university or preparing for a medical career, 
we will be there every step of the way.

1. Tutorial Programme

Opt into one of four tutorial programmes (Bioscience, Physical Science, 
Humanities, Language & Literature) in which you’ll discuss and explore 
current debates and challenging ideas within your subject of interest. Weekly 
tutorials are led by our team of passionate expert tutors and will enable you to 
become impressively informed, con�dent and articulate in discussing your 
academic interests.

2. Mock Interview Preparation

The most competitive and prestigious universities and courses select their 
students by interview. We understand that irrespective of success at GCSE and 
A-level, students need thorough preparation to enable them to shine at 
interview. Every student undergoing a university interview will be part of the 
preparation programme which includes interview feedback from our 
students interviewed for your university/course in previous years, example 
interview questions and scenarios, coaching from ex-students and mock 
interviews with our experienced subject specialist teachers.     

2



www.winstanley.ac.uk  

3. Aptitude Test Preparation
 
To help universities select students for the most competitive courses many 
require applicants to sit standardised aptitude tests; the three most common 
are the Law National Aptitude Test (LNAT), BioMedical Admissions Test (BMAT) 
and Mathematics Aptitude Test (MAT). These tests take students outside and 
beyond their A-level experience testing skills including problem solving, 
logical reasoning and essay writing. Every student hoping to sit these 
additional tests will be invited to take part in our successful preparation 
programme delivered by our experienced tutors using past test papers.

4. Oxbridge Visits and Seminars
 
Each year we take over 50 students to both the Oxford University and 
Cambridge University open days; experiencing these ancient universities �rst 
hand, staying in the undergraduate accommodation and eating in the ornate 
dining halls. This trip is in addition to the opportunity to take part in the 
annual Oxbridge regional seminar where our students experience a range of 
talks and lectures from these world-leading academics.      
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5. HE+ Hub 

We are delighted to have been chosen by Cambridge University as the HE+ 
Hub for widening access for students from state schools for places at top 
universities. HE+ is designed to encourage and prepare the brightest and 
most enthusiastic students to compete for places at top universities, including 
Cambridge.

Winstanley high �yers have the opportunity to take part in HE+ extension 
classes, master classes and workshops at College and in Oxford and 
Cambridge.

6. Summer Schools 
 
As part of the High Flyers programme, from the Christmas of Year 12, students 
are encouraged to apply to prestigious spring and summer schools at top 
universities, most especially Oxford and Cambridge. Last year over 40 
students were successful in being invited to attend these courses which really 
improve their chance of a successful Oxbridge application.

In a similar vein, students are regularly successful in securing prestigious work 
placements such as in Whitehall for Politics students.   

7. Home of the all-new MCLC!
 
In 2015, Winstanley became the hub of the Manchester Centre for Languages 
and Cultures (MCLC), in partnership with Pembroke College, University of 
Oxford. The aim of this hub is to promote intercultural appreciation, and to 
raise aspirations to pursue further study in this area. Each year there will be a 
diverse and intellectually stimulating programme of events hosted by experts 
in the �eld of foreign languages, culminating in a languages summer school in 
Oxford.
 
However, it is not just aspiring linguists who bene�t from the MCLC; we are 
but one of a network of hubs across the North West dedicated to di�erent 
subject areas, including Science, Humanities, and Theology & Religious 
Studies. We work in collaboration with these providers, for our students to 
take part in a vast array of activities. This is yet another way in which 
Winstanley assists in making world-class education accessible to everyone 
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Case Study 

Former student Madeleine McDonagh gained a place to study History at 
Cambridge University.

“ I decided that I wanted to go to Cambridge after falling in love with it on a 
college trip. The history department is one of the best in the world and the 
thought of being taught by so many subject experts appealed to me. I was also 
drawn to the supervision system at Oxbridge which other universities don't 
have, as it seems to involve more contact and discussion with lecturers. As a 
history student I was fascinated by the traditions and stories of the colleges and 
couldn't think of a better place to learn about the past ”.

“ I couldn't have got a place without Winstanley. Whilst at college the support of 
my teachers regarding the Oxbridge programme and in putting me in for the 
Oxbridge History master classes was fantastic.  The extra-curricular activities 
the college provides also helped to bolster my application. Despite applying 
after I left college, during my gap year, the college still provided excellent 
support regarding references, advice and interview preparation ”. 

There are over 50 former Winstanley students currently studying at 
Oxbridge . Winstanley alumni act as key mentors for current applicants. 

Maddie says:
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Oxbridge Timeline

Open Evenings – scheduled talks on the High Flyers 
programme and the chance to have one-to-one discussions 
with Oxbridge & Academic Challenge tutors.

Taster Days – Opt-in Oxbridge & Academic Challenge 
sessions.
 

Induction – Oxbridge & Academic Challenge tutors available 
for guidance and advice during induction interviews.

High Flyers are identi�ed and their subject choices are 
analysed by the Academic Challenge team to ensure you are 
on the right courses to achieve your ambitions.

High Flyers are invited to the launch of the Cambridge HE+ 
programme

Students are invited to two HE+ evening master classes on 
the subject/career of interest

Lunchtime launch of the Y12 Academic Challenge tutorial 
programme starting in January

Y12 Academic Challenge Tutorial Programme: A mix of 
weekly Academic Challenge tutorials, regular Oxbridge 
lunchtime sessions, two further HE+ evening sessions, 
personal statement workshops, and residential courses at 
Sidney Sussex College, Cambridge

Tutors give feedback on students’ draft Personal statements, 
which are then checked and redrafted.

Oxbridge Preparation  Day in College for potential 
applicants

Final HE+ Master classes

Individual mock Oxbridge interviews and feedback by 
Academic Challenge Tutors and Senior Management Team 
members.

Introduction to Aptitude Tests tutorials (BMAT, LNAT, HAT, 
TSA, MAT, PAT, ELAT etc.)  for all students considering 
applying to courses with this entry requirement

Three day residential trip to the Open Days of both Oxford 
University and Cambridge University.
 

Final recruitment of all students who wish to make an 
application to Oxford University or Cambridge University.

Subject speci�c tutorials for applicants with subject 
specialists and �nal drafting of personal statements plus 
guidance of university, college and course choices.

Intensive Aptitude Test Preparation in small tutorial groups 
for each test with a subject specialist tutor (BMAT, LNAT, HAT, 
TSA, MAT, PAT, ELAT etc.) 

Individual mock Oxbridge interviews. Each applicant will 
undergo a minimum of 4 mock interviews and receive 
feedback for improvement with subject specialists, 
Academic Challenge tutors and Senior College Managers.

UCAS Early Applications deadline  (All courses at Oxford 
University and  Cambridge University and Medicine, 
Dentistry and  Veterinary Science at all other universities) 

Aptitude Tests exam day (usually the 1-5th November) sat in 
College exam rooms.

Admissions interviews at Oxford University and Cambridge 
University
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Medics, Dentists and Vets

Future Medics, Dentists and Vets get the best start at Winstanley College 
thanks to our dedicated Medics, Dentists and Vets (MDV) Programme.  
Dave Woods is the co-ordinator of the programme, which includes the 
opportunity to take part in a wide range of activities aimed at developing 
the skills essential in making a successful application to university. 

When asked to describe the programme one student said:

'The amount of interview practice available to us was incredible. The personal statement 
advice was a god send, so, so, so helpful!! The MDV day was fun and extremely useful; the 
chance to speak to Andy Burnham was particularly interesting. The advice from college 
whenever we needed it was so useful and I cannot thank you enough for your support. Also 
the online UKCAT practice through the BMJ was amazingly helpful.' Abigail Gartland.

The programme incorporates many local professional organisations 
including Wrightington, Wigan and Leigh in�rmaries, Wigan and West 
Lancashire Care Commission Groups, along with Liverpool, Newcastle and 
Bristol Universities., giving our students the best chance in their application. 

 

Work placement and volunteering opportunities

Personal statement writing workshops

Other highlights for MDV students include:
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Dr Naqvi and Dave Woods with medical placement students

www.winstanley.ac.uk  

UKCAT and BMAT tests

External speakers on topics such as NHS structure, 
funding and organisation

Interview technique workshops and individual mock interviews

Prestigious Medical Placements for Winstanley Students

24 Winstanley College students gained prestigious work placements thanks 
to a helping hand from college governor and consultant cardiologist at The 
Royal Albert Edward In�rmary, Dr Naqvi.

The students carried out their placements at Wrightington, Wigan and Leigh 
NHS Trust over February half term in a wide range of departments from 
Paediatrics to Urology. One student was even placed with Mr. John Brady, a 
maxillofacial surgeon.

Dr. Naqvi said: 

‘Winstanley has some of the brightest students in the North West and it is important for me 
to be able to support their ambitions in any way I can. The placements o�er students the 
bene�t of a named consultant supervisor and the chance to experience what working in a 
hospital is really like. I hope they found the experience extremely valuable and that it will 
help in their applications to university.’
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Open Evenings – Scheduled talks on the MDV programme 
and the chance for you to have one-to-one discussions with 
the MDV Coordinator and science sta�

Year 11 Taster Days – Further presentations about the MDV 
programme

Induction – MDV Coordinator available for advice and 
guidance during your induction interview

Lunchtime launch of the MDV programme

A mix of work experience, guest speakers, university 
admissions talks and hospital visits will be arranged for you

Post-exam preparation, including personal statement 
writing sessions, help with your university choices, and 
preparation for UKCAT admissions test

Applicants’ AS grades are analysed and advice on your 
application is given

MDV Day

Your personal statements are checked and redrafted

All applicants are given mock one-to-one interviews and 
feedback by the MDV Coordinator, Senior Management 
Team members, and practising doctors (multiple mini 
interviews can also be arranged for you if required)

A variety of guest speakers in college, including NHS chief 
executives and ex-students

Regular one-to-one discussions to advise you on university 
choices 

UCAS Early Application Deadline – For Medicine, Dentistry 
and Veterinary Science courses at all universities
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We also host related enrichment days in college, and we can arrange MDV Associate 
Student Sessions in your school – ask your Head of Year for more information!
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MDV Timeline Preparing you for Law

With around 70 students each year progressing to study Law as 
undergraduates, Winstanley o�ers an impressive programme to prepare you
for applications and then degree-level study.

A wealth of opportunity includes visits to the local Crown and Magistrates 
Courts to help you learn about the court system as well as visiting experts 
such as barristers to give practical careers advice.

The college’s Law Society meets once a week and has its own democratically 
elected president and vice-president. The society helps students not only 
prepare for the LNAT* but also supports you in writing your personal 
statements and preparing for university interviews.

Members of the Law Society also enter the National Mock Trial competition 
which takes place at Manchester Crown Court.  In addition, we also have a 
Mooting competition against Runshaw College which is run by Law 
undergraduates from Lancaster University. This mooting competition takes 
place in the court at Lancaster Castle.  Both the mock trial and the moot are 
great opportunities for budding barristers.

We have debating and public speaking training and participate annually in a 
Model United Nations Conference. For those who are keen on a career in 
Europe, there is a trip to Paris and Brussels to visit European institutions, as 
well as our very popular visit to Washington and New York. Closer to home, 
there are chances to visit a local prison and the Houses of Parliament.

Practical advice includes important considered discussion about the options 
of doing either a Law degree or another undergraduate degree followed by 
the CPE conversion course. A key strand to our success is that we already have 
students at Oxford, Cambridge and other Russell Group universities who act 
as mentors to A-level students, coaching them on personal statements and 
speci�c tests such as the LNAT* and interview technique. We also have 
students that currently have been awarded bursaries to study Law in the top 
ten law �rms in the UK, who also act as coaches and mentors.

*LNAT is the Law entrance exam required for some universities. It is taken 
outside college and booked by the student themselves. 

See www.LNAT.co.uk to see which universities require the LNAT.
 

8



www.winstanley.ac.uk  

Case Study 

Hannah Ga�ney (a former St Peter’s Catholic High School pupil) is now 
studying Law at Queen Mary’s University London.

Hannah says:

“ I found Law to be my most enjoyable subject as the course o�ers a range 
of topics from murder to theft. The �rst year allowed me to gain relevant 
skills which acted as a foundation for the A-level course and prepared me 
for university interviews, where I had to discuss topics such as contract 
and statutory interpretation “.

“ I took part in some fantastic trips with the department, including one to 
Parliament and another to the Magistrates Court where I was later 
o�ered some work experience ”. 

Extended Project Qualification (EPQ)

Winstanley leads the way in the Extended Project Quali�cation

Winstanley students are so much more than exam grades, the Extended 
Project Quali�cation frees you to undertake your own independent research 
project and achieve an A*! The EPQ is true investigative learning beyond the 
classroom that students �nd both challenging and rewarding.

The EPQ at Winstanley allows our students to showcase their talents and 
develop their knowledge and experiences beyond A-level. There are no limits 
to what you can pursue with the EPQ, in recent years our students have 
conducted Psychology experiments, written books, researched ancient 
history, produced �lms, followed legal proceedings, investigated complex 
maths and written essays on every subject imaginable. 

The Extended Project is highly valued by the most selective universities and it 
gives students additional subject expertise. Most importantly the EPQ 
develops skills while acting as a stepping stone from college to university level 
study. One such example is our students preparing to study Medicine, 
Dentistry and Veterinary Science who complete an EPQ re�ecting on their 
work experience and hot topics in their professions; their research skills and 
subject knowledge has consistently impressed tutors at university interviews.
EPQ is taught in small tutorial groups with a specialist tutor to guide students 
through researching, developing and writing their EPQ with feedback for 
improvement and ideas for further development.

Extended Project co-ordinator Dan Crabtree said: 

“The EPQ o�ers students a fantastic opportunity. It develops skills needed 
for university and employment such as communication and independent 
research. It also gives students a chance to pursue a topic outside their 
taught courses that they are really passionate about. It’s a chance to be 
rewarded for indulging your passions and stretching yourself beyond 
exam speci�cations”
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Research Students outside The Royal Society Building London

STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths)

STEM Club  brings together  students who share an interest in the �elds  of 
science, technology, engineering and mathematics. The club  provides 
opportunities to:

network with students who have similar interests

participate in exciting and informative STEM activities

participate in mentoring 

Winstanley’s STEM co-ordinator successfully applied for a grant from the 
Biological and Medicinal Chemistry Sector (BMCS) Interest Group recently, 
which o�ers funding to support students’ learning experience in Chemistry.

Using the grant, the STEM group were able to take part in a proteome research 
project. The students were then invited to the Partnership Grants Conference 
in London to present their �ndings. It was a fantastic opportunity to meet 
society fellows and discuss scienti�c research with a host of Professors and 
MPs.

As well as presenting their work and meeting leading scientists, the group 
also got to participate in various workshops and a discussion panel with the 
Royal Society President.

The event took place in the majestic Royal Society Building which has been 
workplace to the likes of Sir Issac Newton, Charles Darwin, Sir Christopher 
Wren, and more recently Sir Paul Nurse and Professor Shirley Tilghman.
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hether our high �yers have a set career path in mind or still have no 
idea, we o�er a wide range of enrichment opportunities, clubs and 
societies to keep students busy outside of the classroom. Top

universities and competitive degree places often require students to show 
that they are keen to ‘think outside the box’ and develop new skills and 
interests. Taking part in enrichment is also a great way to meet people, make 
new friends and have fun.

Student Union
 
The Students’ Union relies on the support and involvement of our students 
and without this, it cannot function. The union is always seeking new 
members and for those who want to get more involved, there is the chance to 
become a Union O�cer on the Executive Committee, or even to run for 
President. Being part of the union allows students to have their voice heard 
and impact on the decisions and happenings within college.

Recently, The Student Union successfully campaigned for the installation of a 
gender neutral toilet and participated in the national campaign to ‘drop the 
learning tax’ for sixth form colleges (pictured left).

Young Enterprise

Have you ever wanted to put a great idea into practice? Would you like to see 
this idea make a pro�t which you can keep or re-invest?

Young Enterprise gives budding entrepreneurs the chance to greatly improve 
their CV and employability through investment opportunities including the 
possibility of a £2000 fund to set up their own business. Experienced business 
tutors, along with external mentors, coach students through the process of 
setting up a successful business, from initial concept to Dragon’s Den style 
pitch practice.

Young Enterprise students won the Best Product or Service Award at this 
year’s Tra�ord Centre Trade Fair with their product ‘Can Cap’.

Out of 45 schools they were clear winners with the judges claiming the 
product, which enables a bottle top to be �tted to a can,  was ‘very impressive'.
The successful students were Andrew Millington, Freya Waters, Dan 
McMamee, Mark Crumpton, Joe O'Halloran, Jack McConville, Ben Mitchell, 
Cameron Bahran and Richard Eccles.

They have so far sold over 400 units and have recently had an order con�rmed 
from a local shop in Hindley for 50 units.
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Treading the Boards

The Performing Arts department o�ers a diverse range of productions and 
activities across the �elds of Dance, Music and Drama, from shows and 
concerts to cabarets and music ensembles.

Highlights of the year include a musical theatre production at Christmas, an 
overseas residential trip, and a play which is entered into the National Theatre 
Connections Festival.

Students don’t have to be studying a Performing Arts subject to take part 
which makes for an interesting mix of personalities.

Winstanley TV

Winstanley TV is a college television station run by students. It is based in the 
Media and Film Studies department and produces a range of programmes 
throughout the year re�ecting what is happening inside and outside college. 
All of the jobs in front of and behind the cameras are performed by students: 
these include scriptwriting, presenting, camera operation, editing, sound 
recording, graphic design, vision mixing, producing and directing. 
Membership of the production team is open to all students in the college and 
we are always keen to develop students’ ideas for programmes. This year we 
have produced a Winstanley’s Got Talent show, a Strictly Come Dancing 
programme, musical concerts, �lm and TV magazine programmes, broadcasts 
re�ecting charity events, and other examples of college life. Most studio 
�lming takes place at lunchtimes in the Media and Film Studies department’s 
TV studio, but there are events and activities taking place all over the college 
that our dedicated teams of reporters and camera crews go out to cover.  
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Academic Athletes
 
The college runs a number of successful sports teams that compete in North 
West and Association of Colleges (AoC) competitions giving the chance to 
represent the North West at the National Championships.

Sports teams include:

Badminton Basketball Cross Country Golf Football 7 a-side
Hockey Netball Rugby Union 10s Squash Swimming Table Tennis

Tennis Trampolining Volleyball

Winstanley also entered equine evening and gymnastics events last year, with 
students Olivia Simcock and Rebecca Lysons winning gold at a GB level 
schools 'pairs' gymnastics competition.
 

And that’s not all
 
The number and variety of enrichment opportunities continues to grow at 
Winstanley, and we are always keen for students to bring their own weird and 
wonderful suggestions forward for potential new clubs and societies. 

Some of our current opportunities are:

Amnesty International Bee Keeping Debating Society Duke of 
Edinburgh (Bronze, Silver and Gold) Equality and Diversity Group
History Society Knit and Natter Law Society Plus many more!

All students are invited to an enrichment fair during their �rst week of college 
where they can talk to all the clubs, societies and groups and, if interested, 
sign up to join them.  
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Details of High Flyer opportunities are showcased at our Open Evenings, however 
students who can’t wait to �nd out more may �nd the contacts below useful:

Associate Student Programme and School Liaison: dan.vernon@winstanley.ac.uk 

Oxbridge: matthew.�sher@winstanley.ac.uk 

Medics Dentists and Vets: dave.woods@winstanley.ac.uk

Preparing you for Law: jacqui.vitali@winstanley.ac.uk 

Extended Project: daniel.crabtree@winstanley.ac.uk 

Young Enterprise: kevin.ayre@winstanley.ac.uk 

Performing Arts: leanne.brownbill@winstanley.ac.uk 

Academic Athletes: anne.baxby@winstanley.ac.uk 



Winstanley Road Billinge Wigan WN5 7XF  Tel: 01695 633244

www.winstanley.ac.ukwww.facebook.com/WinstanleyCollege     •    twitter.com/winstanleycoll     •     www.youtube.com/user/WinstanleyCollegeTV
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